S Lpyeatin! net 


TON MANDRAKE 
WK: 


WE GOT SEPARATED 
IN THAT LAST KHMER 
IRRAGE. 


COUNT, TELL 
ME. YOU MAKE 
UP YOUR MIND 


JUST CHECKING. YOU SEE, T VE IT MAY DEPEND ON 
ALMOST MADE UP AMY MIND WHETHER WE FIND 
ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT I OUR GEAI 


RE THE KHMER ROUGE. 


4 UNDERSTAND, YES? 
MUST GO BACK AND TEACH TH 
ALL HOW 10 BE AS GOOD 
COMMUNISTS AS YA/ AND 
YOUR COMRADES. 
<¥ 


YOU, UNFORTUNATELY, HAVE 
NN TOGET IN MY HAY--EHZ, 


FIND AND DESTRO: 


YES! I’m HERE! 
THANK GOD! ITS: 


NNO,AND WE MAY NOT EVEN HAVE 

WALLER! SHE WALKED INTO A 

TRAP AND WAS GUNNED DOWN 
BY YAKUZA! 


YES? ORACLE? YOU 


WE WERE DROPPED INTO 
A HORNET'S NEST--A 
WHOLE KHMER ROUGE 
BRIGAQE, IT WOULD SEEN! 
1M NOT EVEN SURE WE 
CAN CONTINUE, THOUGH 
WE SEEM SAFE ENOUGH 
FOR THE PRESENT. 


LAWTON BROKE HIS 
LASER PISTOL ALTHOUGH 
GORT IS NOT AWARE OF THIS 

AS YET. DOES WALLER 

HAVE THE LOCATION OF THE 
STOLEN RUSSIAN WEAPONS 
-- THE DRAGON'S HOARDZ, 


T'VE LOST CONTACT WITH 
te ENTIRE TEAM. BOOMERANG 
AND CARMICHAEL RADIOED IN 
JUST AS THE WHOLE STUFF 
WITH WALLER WENT DOWN. 


TALK TO THEM AT 
THE TIME AND 


<a WE FIND THIS AMONG YOUR 
THINGS. ITISA SMALL 
ARADO. YOU WILL EX- @ 


PLAIN. 


IT IS EVEN AT THIS 
POINT, IT IG ALSO /RRELEVANT 


EWATER 
MeN WHoKNOKS OUR 


TO TAKE RISKS, MARK-SAN 
YOU HAVE HEARD AND You 
KNOW JAPANESE WELL 
ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT, 
(5 HAPPENING. 


wn 1 


SS 


1 HAVE SaVEO YouR ~ 


YOUOWE TO 


u 
MEA DEBT OF Gik/- 
MNTO Wei 


THE MAN WHO HIRED YOu-- 
WOBU FU TIVIRRA ~WAS MY COUSIN. 
HE WAS MURDERED AND I SWORE TO 
AVENGE HIS DEATH. I CAME TO EXACT 
ITAND FOUND YOU AND MARK SHAW. 


TM ALSO AWARE OF 

THE OBLIGATIONS OF 

GIRI-NINIO BUTT 
OER 


WHAT GIRI-NINIO 1S, 
ITS GOTTEN ME 
INTO TROUBLE 

BEFORE. 


SO. 


x6) a 


(HERE. THESE ARETE \——— 1" co. 
SCHREK, NOL Wil 


2) THERE AN FOOK ME THE WEAPONS. 
OD Aang. LHANED IT? 


1 AUST BUT... CANNOT GOIT 
(7. 1 MUST HAVE A MENTAL 


IE. LISTEN TO ME. 
L ANSWER ALL 
HERR ZASTROW'S 


WHAT? WHY. 


EN PLEA: 
PAIN 


-, WHI 
AND. BECOME 
AS ONE. 


(2 AM NOT 50 CERTAIN, 


MY LITTLE BIRD. ARE 


10 
THAT SINGS PRE 
FOR HE KGB, HOMNZ, 


CLAM NO 
SWALLOW. I 
MEL 


SAID BEFORE, MUST HAVE WHY YOU HAVE NO VISA, WOMAN? 


TAM BEEN SOLEN BY THE Sante THERE |S ALSO THE MATTER 
if GUYS WHO SKOT DOWN ) OF THE SHOOTING. 


/ ! MY PASSPORT, AS I'VE THAT DOES MOT EXPLAIN es 


THAT POOR WONIAN. 


THE YAKUZA, WR Ci 


SOME OF THEN 
ARE DEAD. HOW 
OID THEY OE? 


SURELY THIS CAN 


NT 


AR. CRAY 1S HURT, ~ 
ALTHOUGH WE'RE NOT iS 


ANSWERS FROM PEOPLE 
WHEN THEY HAVE RECOVERED 
FROM SHOCK. 


(LET HUM REST. 72 
CAN BE SORTED 


yy 


YY FURTHER 


y~ 7 ION. 


—* 


i 


WONDER IF JAPANESE 
(COPS EAT DONUTS AND 
DRINK COFFEE HOT AND 
BLACK? 


TALK 10 ME, AIM RAY ZALINER ONCE WARNED ME 
WHAT HAPPENED OUT 7 A 
OUT THERE? 


KNOW WHY-- 
IT PLAYS MERRY 
HELL WITH THE 


TURNER! WHAT 
HAPPENED 70 XU 
ANd SHAW? POW F 
DO YOU CERRY 
ABOUT PAE? 


SITY 0 


MEDICAL CENTER 


OH YEAH. LOCAL COPS 
ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
LEFT A GUARD ON MEIN 

THE HALL. L'LL TRY TO 
CONVINCE HIM won 


YEAH, RIGHT--YAKUZA AND A 
GUY WHO BEAT UP THE BRONZE 
TIGER-- AND I'm SuPROseD 70 
HOLD THEM OFF UNTIL THE 
CAVALRY ARRIVES! 


HOW ANT 
Bro nv? ai Me 
sTUny SIGNS ARE IN 


WAIT A SEC. THIS IS i 


THE SURGERY" LOOKS 1 LOOKS 


AND THE SURGEONS 
ARE BUSY WORKING. 
$0 FAR SO G000! 


CRAY? 
WHAT 15 17? 
CRAY?! 


Tm sorry about this, but I've spent 
the last three hours thinking about it 
and I still can’t come up with an 
answer... 

“How many Doctor Lights does it 
take to screw in a lightbulb?” Rock 
and roll... 

Rol Hirst 

Rushgrove Farm 

Holt Head, Slaithwaite 
Huddersfield, W. Yorks, HD7 5TY 
England 


That's easy, Rol. It takes five. One to 
screw in the lightbulb, one to get yelled 
at by Amanda, one to be defeated by 
ce snetiee League, and two to get 

illed. 


Dear Dan, 

Issue #52 was one of those rare 
issues that rewards me for continually 
searching the rack of comics that I 
don't have on my regular reading list. 
I was so sure that the creative team 
was the same as SECRET ORIGINS 
#37 which featured Dr. Light! Okay, so 
I was wrong, but the same comic 
geni there. The two Dr. Lights 
bickering like kids (“Me! Me!” or “My 
turn! My turn!”) and other little touch- 
es (“My chest!”, Biff A. Stopholies, etc.) 
just sent me into hysterics. I won't 
even ask what the pain was that 
Arthur felt in the female Dr. Light's 
body! All I can say is: More! More! 
Please? 

‘See you browsing the rack, 

Janine Coles 
Newark, DE 


Hey, Dan— 

SUICIDE SQUAD #52, a.k.a. “The 
Death and Life and Death and Life 
and Death and Life of Dr. Light,” was 
one of the strangest damn stories I've 
ever encountered. And the “waltz with 
the bogeyman ona hot sticky night” 
passage really tore me down. 

Make sure Kim and John take all 
their medication, okay?? 

Uncle Elvis 
17650 Dawson Road 
Dawson Springs, KY 42408 


Will do, Une. 


Dear Squad Scribes, 

Issue #52 was a lot better than 1 ini- 
tially thought it would be. When I read 
that it would feature Dr. Light, a major 
piece of dead weight on any team, 


1 thought, “Oh, no, here comes a 
clunker.” The story and art were not 
what I like to see every month in SUI- 
CIDE SQUAD, but they weren't bad 
either. My favorite scenes involved the 
clash between the new and old Dr. 
Lights. I enickered to myself as I read it. 
In everything lies a purpose; SQUAD 
#52 was here as a lighthearted 
breather between major storylines, and 
within that context it did its job well, 
Beyond the story of issue #52 we find 
the letter column and the ever cryptic 
Next Issue Box. [love it! You guys have 
me really hyped up for the next 
issue—my dream of seeing the Steel 
Wolf as a member of the Squad seems 
close at hand. Gort was born to hang 
out with people like Waller, Deadshot, 
id Bronze Tiger—I can’t wait to see 
him deal with Boomerang! And not 
only do you have Steel Wolf, but 
Katana as well. ifshe doesn't stay 
on (as the Next Issue Box implies), she 
will be a welcome sight in these pages. 
The cover art. for next issue looks spec- 
tacular, which only adds to my excite- 


ment over “The Dragon's Hoard” story- 
line. I'l be waiting. 

Scott R. Pyle 

TUP 

428 Esch Hall 


Indiana, PA 15705 


T hope Gort’s interactions with the 
Squad satisfied, Scott. Personally, 
Ican never get enough of that guy. 


owes 


Dear Editor, 

‘A while ago, in another publication 
from the pen of the illustrious Mr. 
Ostrander, he wrote himself in, albeit 
thinly disguised, as a psychiatrist so 
that he could subject the lead charac- 
ter to a session on the couch and reap, 
as he was honest enough to admit this 
time, some “pathetic, crude buffoon- 
ery” designed for “cheap laughs,” or 
“magnificent blend of satire and sav- 
age black humor,” whichever way you 
look at it. Either way, that same 
author's ambitions have swollen from 
cheap shrink to second-string demon 
with the intent of putting another 
character through hell. Fortunately he 
carries this off with a brash and confi- 
dent style that is all his own, and cre- 
ates what turns out to be a very light 
(excuse the obvious pun)-hearted 
interlude episode in what is normally 
‘a very serious series. Congratulations. 

While I’m here, and just for the 
record, I have been reading SUICIDE 
SQUAD consistently from the beginning 
of this run, yet this is the first time 1 
have chosen to write. So not until now 
has it struck me that the title of the let- 


DC COMICS INC. 
1325 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019 


ters column might cause a few raised 
eyebrows in the postal 

it’s time to change it to something else, 
“No one here gets out alive,” or’ 

in Action,” maybe. And just what is the 
possibility of Mister Biff mean, Mr. 
Ostrander writing a couple of JUSTICE 
LEAGUEs? 


David Allmond 
12 Field Avenue 
Oxford, England 


Dear Head Looney: 

Treally hated this latest issue, #52. 

Normally, I really love this series. 

T realize the need for a bit of levity 
at times, considering the pathos that 
sometimes overwhelms the characters 
in this book, but there are extremes. 
My basic complaint is that this really 
strained—nay, exceeded the limits of 
suspension of disbelief which I as a 
reader employ. The seeds had been 
planted during the trip to Apokcolipa 
when we saw the spirit of Dr. 
right after his death. But to see tigre 
resolved in this fashion just doesn't 
make sense—or rather, did not make 
for an enjoyable story. At least for me. 

‘The other contributing factor was 
the jarring artwork by Jim Fern. The 
whole thing just did not “feel” like a 
Suicide Squad story, though it was 
nice to see Murph and the others at 
Belle Reve. I just wish it had been 
under better circumstances. 

‘Until next issue, 
Cheryl Harris 
Brooklyn, NY 


Thanks for taking the time to write 
in, Cheryl. When John and Kim first 
tatked about the notorious “Dr. Light 
story,” we all knew there would be a 
number of tried and true Squad fans 
who just wouldn't be interested in the 
radical change of pace. 

I'm glad you've been patient; as 
you've seen, your patience has paid off 
(if Squad-action, -confusion, -violence 
and -characterization is what you were 
waiting for). What do you think of 
“The Dragon's Hoard” so far? Hey, that 
sounds like a cue... 

. teeee 


Dear Dan, 

Ostrander and Yale are doing it 
again. They've begun another multi- 
parter I won't be able to wait the whole 
month for. The Steel Wolf working for 
‘Amanda. Let's hope she and Deadshot 
can keep him under control. I don't 
think it will be much of a problem, as 
Amanda probably was the first person 
to tell him he’s outdated—an antique. 
Well, at least told him so and lived. 


Katana’s part in all of this has yet to 
be seen, but it should be...different. 
Our writers should be able to make 
her act her age. I had forgotten she 
had been married, bore children and 
Jost them all to violence. She and 
Amanda, if and when they meet, 
should have a certain...kinship. That 
sounds callous, but it may well be the 
truth, I shall wait and find out. 

The scenes with Murphy set my 
mind in motion. What a great idea! 
Murph joins the Squad! How long 
would this guy survive? 

Dan, I've thought of a great addition 
to the Squad. The Viking Commando. 
Valorie has all of the qualities to fit in 
the Squad. The ability, the temper- 
ament, the experience. I even ‘have 
devised a way for him to reappear in 
the world. Let me know if you want to 
hear it. 


Sir Jon Johnson 
64 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


The Viking WHO? And you say 
you've figured out how he can appear 
in the world? Well, I'l pass the news 
over to John and Kim, and I'm sure 
they'll take it under advisement—or 
something. Thanks for writing, Jon! 


weno 


Suicide Note Takers, 

SUICIDE SQUAD takes another 
non-American mission. I wasn't 
amazed at that as much as I was by 
the fact that Steel Wolf went with 
them. Not because he's a communist 
hard-liner, but because I didn't think 
he could be sprung from stir so handi- 
ly. However Waller managed it im- 
pressed even me. I'm a regular reader, 
I'm not easily impressed. I would be 
interested to know exactly what kind 
of deal she's got going—that is, if she 
doesn't get killed during the present 
storyline. I don't think she will, but 
then she might get wounded real bad. 
How will the Squad be different if run 
by a “good guy”? (I should say gal.) 
I couldn't even begin to imagine. It 
would be interesting to see. : 

‘The appearance of Manhunter got, 
me payched even if he was peaceful for 
a few minutes. The other guest star 
whose name is known to all of us 
OUTSIDERS fans is a person who 
could really fit in on a permanent 
basis. I doubt it will happen, though. 
Enough of all these guest appear- 
ances! Get some new members. 

As always, great art, writing, letter- 
ing, and letters page. 


BF. Burke 
2201 Palmer Avenue, Apt. 1C 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 


Great letter, BF. 


‘Dear Mr. Raspler, 

Thank you so much for bringing 
back Katana! I must admit I probably 
would not have picked up SUICIDE 
SQUAD #53 if Tatsu had been missing 
on the cover. It was a very nice conti- 
nuity touch when Katana mentioned 
her promise about Halo. This woman 
is a wonderful character and I had 


wondered why no one had utilized 
Katana in a storyline since the 
Outsiders disbanded. Metamorpho 
and Looker both saw the light of day 
in other titles, and I'm glad Mr. 
Ostrander and Ms, Yale decided to use 
Tatsu. 

Here's to my favorite female samu- 
rai_and a long run in SUICIDE 
SQUAD. I hope she appears here until 
the new Outsiders title comes out. 

Jody Wayde Hamby 
Robbins, TX 


I'm afraid we're not going to be 
spending much time with Katana after 
“The Dragon's Hoard,” Jody. But as 
for a new OUTSIDERS series, stay on 
the lookout, Mike W. Barr and pen- 
ciller Brian Hitch might have some- 
thing to say on the subject next year. 


eee 


Dear Sirs & Ma’am, 

Excellent! Of the fifty plus monthly 
comics that I collect, I must admit 
that SUICIDE SQUAD and Aircel’s 
Cat and Mouse are the only two that I 
actually look forward to each and 
every month. Now, I enjoy each title 
that I collect, but the Squad and C&M 
are consistently the best. And that's 
really saying something, especially 
when you consider your competition. 
Congratulations on’ being among the 
best of the best. 

Now, with that said, on to the issue 
at hand. Issue #53 was extremely 
enjoyable for many reasons, promi- 
nent among which was the return of 
Mark Shaw to these pages. Although 
he’s no longer Manhunter, I’m still 
glad to sec his reappearance, and hope 
to see more of him in the future. 

T also enjoyed the off-panel use of 
Deadshot this issue to bring 
Stalnoivolk under control. I question 
the wisdom of Amanda bringing the 
Steel Wolf into the Squad. True, he 
would make a powerful ally, but he 
would also be a devastating enemy, 
especially when working from inside 
the Squad. 

T also look forward to future devel- 
opments concerning the Wall’s offer to 
Murph. While he has no powers, 
I believe he would make an interest- 
ing addition to the Squad. 

Wel Jooks like this is the title for 
older characters. First Barbara 
Gordon, now Katana. Is there any 
chance of Tatsu staying on with the 
‘Squad for a while? 

While this is the most effective 
Squad yet, how about adding 
Peacemaker and/or Black Thorn or 
both? At least for a few issues? 

Well, that’s it for this time. See ya’ 


in 30. 
Marson Fedrick 
PO. Box 514 
Ellisville, MS 39437 


Still no plans for Tatsu to stay on, 
Marson, but that’s the second call this 
month for Murph to sign with the 
Squad. 

Well, Squad-fans? Is Murph Squad- 
material? Or is he just too damn cool? 


Dear Suicide Crew, 

As a new reader of this title, I'd like 
to let you know what I think of this 
book. I started buying this book with 
issue #46 (because of the Atom, a 
favorite of mine) and, to be quite hon- 
est, I didn't think I'd be buying it 
again. Obviously, I was wrong, because 
I'm still here, and your new storyline 
“The Dragon's Hoard” seems quite 
promising. As always, I enjoyed the 
writing (Ostrander ‘also being a 
favorite of mine), and I found the new 
art team equally satisfying. In fact, my 
only complaint so far is that I can't 
seem to keep track of all the characters 
in this book. Your “no costume” policy 
is not a favorable one, in my opinion, 
because it makes it difficult for new 
readers like myself to identify charac- 
ters easily, and that in the long run is 
bound to affect the number of new 
readers you get. I understand your rea- 
sons for not wanting the team to have 
flashy costumes, but I'm sure that you 
can redesign those costumes that you 
feel aren't suited for the type of mis- 
sions the Squad undertakes. The “new” 
Atom’s costume is a perfect example of 
what I mean. His costume isn't flashy, 
but at least he has a costume. 

Thanks. 


Danny Budge 

726 Prevost, Si 
Quebec, J3V-3EL 
Canada 


Redesign some costumes? That's an 
interesting idea, Danny. I'l look into 
it. Thanks for writing in. 


theese 


‘The Next Issue Box That Never Was. 
SUICIDE SQUAD #57 is the explo- 
sive conclusion to “The Dragon's 

packs more surprises 
than you can shake a stick at. 
John, Kim, 


from Tom Mandrake) have 

in.a job that Squad readers are 
“Hd Giyou medieiet barpenk but 
youd never forgive me. ae 


